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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


MEMORIAL DAY 5K FUN RUN 
WHEN: May 26, 2003, at 7:00 a.m. 


WHERE: PX/BX and Airfield 
Perimeter Road 


COURSE: Out and back course on 
Airfield Perimeter Road 


Every mile is marked and times are 
given at the 1, 2, and 3-mile mark as 
well as finish. Walkers are invited to 
participate as well. Aid stations will be 
located along the course. No registra- 
tion is required. 


FUTURE EVENTS: 


June 14, 2003 - Flag Day, Army 
Birthday 8K 


The T: 
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EMEDS 
Opens 
New 
Hospital 


Story by: Major Jon Anderson 
Chief of Public Affairs 
407th Air Expeditionary Group 


Tallil passed the "med- 
ical torch" this week 
from the Army to the Air 
Force with the grand opening 
of the Air Force's new 
Expeditionary Medical 
Squadron hospital (EMEDS). 
EMEDS not only guarantees 
top-notch medical service, but 
is on the cutting edge of expe- 
ditionary medical care and the 
culmination of nearly six 
intense years of development. 
EMEDS means Tallil will 
continue to have the best in 
medical care despite the 
impending close of the Army's 
86th Combat Support Hospital 
(CASH). Not needing the 80- 
bed capacity the "CASH" 
offered now that combat oper- 
ations have wound down, it 
only made sense to right-size 
the medical care offered to 
Tallil airmen, soldiers, sailors 
and Marines. The Air Force's 
new EMEDS 10-bed hospital 
was the obvious choice for the 
task. 

Busy doesn't quite describe 
the new hospital's startup. 

“In the first day and a half, 
we treated 12 emergency 
patients, one of whom might 
not have survived had 
EMEDS not been here," said 
Col. Darr LaFon, EMEDS' 
commander. “One of the big 
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A CAREFUL NOW: Maj (Dr) Kevin Stanger, the first dentist at the new 


Tallil Air Base, lraq 


Jom KEVIN STANGER 
PERL BOSS 


407th Expeditionary Medical Squadron hospital just opened at Tallil AB, 
Iraq, takes care of a filling for Specialist Jason Ramer of the 1st Battalion, 
293th Infantry Regiment. As the only military dentist for hundreds of 
square miles in southern Iraq, Stanger provides care for coalition mem- 
bers from the U.S., UK, Poland, Italy and Korea. 


reasons the new _ hospital 
quickly and effectively treated 
these patients is our radical 
approach to medical care. 
We've incorporated Air Force, 
Navy, Marines and Army 
medical professionals for the 
first time in Iraq.” 

The move makes perfect 
sense. 

"Navy shock-trauma sur- 
geons who saved lives 
throughout the Marines' com- 


bat now push to save lives in 
our operating room. Marines 
and sailors working alongside 
airmen built the shelter com- 
plex and installed most of the 
equipment. We even had a 
super-talented Marine artist, 
Corporal Ismael Martinez- 
Gonzales, design our hospital 
sign.” 

With a full range of medical 
treatment, LaFon says Tallil 
personnel will be quite 


Continued on page 2 
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The TALLIL TIMES accepts stories, pho- 
tographs and commentaries, which may 
be submitted to the PA staff located in the 
Wing Operations Center (WOC), or be 
sent directly to deborah.smith@tlab.aor- 


centaf.af.mil. 


Deadline for submission is 2:00 p.m. 
Thursday the week before publication. All 


submissions are edited for content and Air 
Force journalistic style. For more informa- 
tion, visit the PA office located in the WOC 


or call at 459-0014. 
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Continued from front 
pleased with what they find. 

“We provide nearly everything you'd expect 
back in the States," said Capt. Karen Murry, a 
critical care nurse, adding “both in types of 
medical care and in quality.” The new facility 
will include a pharmacy, both routine and 
emergency medical care and an operating room. 
But perhaps the most unexpected services per- 
sonnel will find is dental care and and Life 
Skills counseling. 

Dental care is already a hit, according to 
NCOIC of dental services Staff Sgt. Robyn 
Nuss. “We've had some people in who haven't 
been able to see a dentist in nearly 6 months, 
and you bet they're happy to see us.” While 
stressing they're not yet providing cleanings, 
Nuss said Dr. Kevin Stanger is now on the job 
with another dentist possibly joining EMEDS 
in the near future. ““We may be the only dental 
clinic in southern Iraq judging from how far our 
military patients are driving. The word's out 
that dental care is finally here,” said Nuss. 

The Life Skills department has only been at 
Tallil for a brief time, "but already business is 
picking up as people hear about our services,” 
says Maj. Tony Satterfield, Life Skills chief and 
a clinical psychologist by trade. “We've been 
able to help others in our traditional counseling 
role, but we plan to steadily add more preventa- 
tive help, such as stress reduction and tobacco 
cessation classes.” 

EMEDS signals a better way to treat the 
deployed force, and marks the result of a point- 
ed challenge in 1996 by then-9th Air Force 
Commander, Gen. John Jumper. 

“He told us we had to figure out a way to get 
into the fight faster and more effectively than 
the old Air Transportable Hospital (ATH),” 
reflected LaFon. “And frankly, he was right.” 
The original plan of eleven C-141 loads of hos- 
pital equipment and personnel arriving 71 days 
after the war started was 20 years old and sim- 
ply not responsive. The Air Force Surgeon 
General at the time, Lt. Gen. Charles H. 
Roadman, II, tasked Air Combat Command's 
surgeon general 12 months to design, build and 
test a new deployable medical system. 

As ACC's point man, LaFon recruited 12 
medical experts who met an average of two 
weeks per month for 12 months. The team 
included surgeons from Wilford Hall Medical 
Center, nurses and medical technicians from the 
heavily deployed 366th Medical Group at 
Mountain Home Air Force Base, and teaching 
staff from the Air Force School of Aerospace 
Medicine at Brooks Air Force Base. 

The team started with a building block 
approach to expeditionary medical care. 

"We could previously offer only two choic- 
es: three medical technicians with two pallets of 


equipment or the massive ATH. With a choice 
like that, LaFon scratched his head and asked, 
“Why not design levels of service that corre- 
spond to the number of personnel that need to 
be cared for and the environment in which 
you'll have to work?” 

The next challenge was to shrink each build- 
ing block, but yet maintain full medical capa- 
bility. "I challenged my team to look for com- 





A SIGN OF THING TO COME: This sign announces 
the opening of the 407th Expeditionary Medical 
Squadron hospital at Talli AB, Iraq. As the only AF hos- 
pital in southern Iraq, the EMEDS provides coalition 
members expert medical services ranging from dental 
to emergency care. Sign was designed and drawn by 
Cpl Ismael Martinez Gonzales of 8 CSSC, USMC. 


mercially available, state-of-the-art solutions 
for losing the ATH's 2.5 tons of paper and seek 
smaller, more capable equipment. And they 
amazed me," said LaFon. 

Other condensing measures included reduc- 
ing manning to a minimum, similar to how 
Special Forces (SF) teams operate. “With no 
spare folks, SF team members each have sever- 
al different jobs and it's the same with each 
EMEDS airman. For instance, our surgeons 
help with sick call, and one of our medical tech- 
nicians also doubles as the computer expert," 
noted LaFon. 

Already EMEDS has enabled Air Force 
medics to respond more quickly. "We docs call 
it light, lean and life-saving," said LaFon. "I 
think we hit the target this time, but we won't 
rest on our laurels." He added, "this concept is 
5 years old. It's time to start designing and 
fielding the next EMEDS. We can't afford to 
wait another 20 years before we take a good, 
hard look at how our medics respond to war." 


USAF photo by Major Jon Anderson 


IN BRIEF 


All times are local. 


Catholic 

Daily Mass 

Mon, Wed, Fri 6:00 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Vigil Mass 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., LSA Adder Chapel 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m., CSH Chapel 


Protestant 

Traditional 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Contemporary 

Sunday, 7:00 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 


Latter Day Saints 
Lay-Led Service 
Sunday, 6:00 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 


Jewish 
Lay-Led Service 
Friday, 6:00 p.m., 407th ESFS Compound (BDOC) 


Muslim 

Prayer 

Daily, 12:30 p.m., LSA Adder Chapel 
Daily, Sunset, LSA Adder Chapel 


Bible Studies 
Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., AF Post Office Building 


Catholic Bible Study 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., Chapel Tent, open to all who are 
interested in the Catholic faith 


God's Purpose for You 
Fridays, 7:30 p.m., AF Post Office Building 


Catholic 

Daily Mass 

Mon, Wed, Fri 6:00 p.m., 407th AEG WOC Conference 
Room 

Saturday Mass 

Saturday, 8:00 p.m., 407th AEG Conference Room 
Saturday, 9:00 p.m., 407th AEG AF Security Building 
Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 392nd AEG WOC Conference Room 


Sunday, 9:30 a.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m., 86th CSH 


Protestant 

Daily 

Daily, 12:00 p.m., 163rd 63rd Signal Battalion** 
Daily, 8:00 p.m., 92nd EN DFAC 

Daily, 9:00 p.m., 1/293rd IN* 


Wednesdays 

Wednesday, 12:00 p.m., 109th EN DFAC* 
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., 63rd Sig* 

Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., 36th EN Briefing Tent* 
Wednesday, 8:00 p.m., 109th EN DFAC 
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Fridays 
Friday, 8:00 p.m., 109th EN DFAC 


Sundays 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m., and 8:00 p.m., 36th EN 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m., and 8:00 p.m., 86th CSH 

Sunday, 8:30 a.m., and 8:00 p.m., 36th EN Brief Tent 
Sunday, 10:00 a.m., 1/293IN and 171st ASG 

Sunday, 12:00 p.m., 63rd Sig. 

Sunday, 12:00 p.m., 109th EN DFAC 


*= Bible Study ** = Devotions 


Latter Day Saints 

Sunday 

Sunday, 2:00 p.m., 86th CSH 
Sunday, 6:00 p.m., 407th AEG WOC 


Jewish 
Lay-Led Service 
Friday, 6:00p.m., 407th ESFS Compound (BDOC) 


Prayer 
Daily, 12:30p.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily, Sunset, 63rd Signal Battalion 


Morale Calls 

Do not use workplace phones for morale call purposes. 
Only 10-percent of the total number of phones on base 
may be used for morale call purposes per CENTAF. 


The Air Force Finance Office phone numbers have 
changed. The new numbers are: 


Customer Service/Cashier: 459-0256 
Comptroller/Paying Agent: 459-0252 
Finance Fax: 459-0255 


Speed limits on base are 30km/18mph during the day and 
10km/6mph at night. Helmets are required in all tactical 
vehicles and “Gators.” Drivers must obey all road signs. 


Sand Fly Spraying 

To report requirements for sand fly spraying in your unit 
area, contact Maj. Patterson, 171st Area Support Group at 
573-1157/1065. 


Running in groups of two or larger is authorized in two 
locations: From the BX/PX parking lot and off the main 
gate road toward the burn pit. The required uniform is T- 
shirt and shorts or pants. Running is not authorized on 
any other road. 


The 38th Ordnance Group provides ammunition storage 
for units on Tallil Air Base. Contact Mr. Matheson at 
573-1258 for more information. 


Do not touch unexploded ordnance. Do not travel off the 
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hardpack except in areas cleared by EOD. There are still 
thousands of UXO on this base. Army - Report all UXO to 
"Bomber Base" on tactical radios or call 573-1074. Air 
Force - Report all UXO to "Whiskey Control" on the CC 
Net or call the Command Post at 459-0000 or EOD at 459- 
0108/9. 


For management purposes, units are asked to drop off 
refuse from 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon. 


Army Laundry Hours 

Each person is allowed 15 items per bag. Drop off is daily 
from 7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Pickup is daily from 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. 


Army Shower Times 
Male shower times are 6:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
- 11:00 p.m. 


Female shower times are 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 


Liggurat of Ur 

Visits to the Ziggurat require a pass. For information, U.S. 
Army personnel may call 573-1107. U.S. Air Force per- 
sonnel may call 459-0008. 


AAFES BX/PX 
AAFES hours are 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


NOTICE 


For questions and concerns regarding U.S. Army infor- 
mation posted here, please contact Ist Lt. Katherine 
Numerick, USA at DSN 573-1039 or Sgt. James E. Gaines 
at DSN 573-1108. 





D) YOUR PARENTS 
KNW 
YOU'RE 


They would if you'd fill out an Air Force 


Home Town News Release! Contact the 
407th AEG Public Affairs Office at 459- 
0014 or download the form off the “L’” 
drive and schedule a time to have PA take 
E-mail 


your photo! Or _— simply 


deborah.smith@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 
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CMSAF Sends Memorial Day Message 


Courtesy Air Force Print News 


WASHINGTON (AFPN) -- The following is a 
Memorial Day message from Chief Master Sgt. 
of the Air Force Gerald R. Murray: 

“America remembers. We remember the 
names and faces of fallen heroes of past and 
current wars, and we honor them by setting 
aside a day to memorialize their sacrifice. This 
sacred tradition binds us together as a nation 
that lives in freedom today because of those 
who died in battle yesterday. 

“This Memorial Day, many Americans will 
visit the graves of loved ones who died for their 
country—a father, husband, son, brother, moth- 
er, daughter, sister, wife. The flowers they bring 
and the thoughts they think will bring back joy- 
ful memories, and the pain of loss. 

“Others will attend Memorial Day services, 
not because they lost a loved one, but in grati- 
tude for the freedom they enjoy because of the 


Three Airlines 


heroes willing to fight and die to preserve it. 

“As airmen in the U.S. Air Force, take time 
this Memorial Day to remember your recently 
fallen brethren who laid down their lives in the 
global war on terrorism and in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom: Maj. William Watkins, Maj. Gregory 
Stone, Capt. Eric Das, Tech. Sgt. John 
Chapman, Staff Sgt. Scott Sather, Staff Set. 
Patrick Griffin, Staff Sgt. Jacob Frazier, Senior 
Airman Jason Cunningham and Airman Ist 
Class Raymond Losano. 

“You carry the torch these brave Americans 
lit. Continue to carry it proudly. As a nation, 
and as comrades in arms, it’s important that we 
remember.” 
> MEMORIAL DAY GREETINGS: Chief Master Sgt. 
of the Air Force, Chief Master Sgt. Gerald R. Murray 
Murray assumed the highest enlisted position on July 


1, 2002, following the June 28 retirement of Chief 
Master Sgt. of the Air Force Jim Finch. 





Offer Discount Airfare 


to U.S. Military Personnel and Families 


Story by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
407th AEG Public Affairs, Tallil Times Editor 


hree U.S. air carriers have recently 

announced deep cuts in ticket prices for 
U.S. military personnel. Alaska Air, Horizon 
Air and US Airways have each launched super- 
saver programs designed to thank American 
troops for their continuing service both at home 
and abroad. 

“Thank You Fares,” a program from Alaska 
Air and Horizon Air, now offers savings of up 
to 45 percent off regular fares to active and 
reserve military members, as well as any imme- 
diate family members who travel with them. 

“We want to show our appreciation in a tan- 
gible way for the dedication and sacrifice made 
by the men and women of the armed forces,” 
said Bill Ayer, Alaska Airlines president and 
CEO. "As many of them return from abroad, 
they deserve the gratitude of every American." 

The special “Thank You Fare” prices apply 
to travel through Feb. 12, 2004, but tickets must 
be purchased by Sept. 30 of this year. Travel 
must originate in the United States and requires 
a 3-day-advance roundtrip reservation. Tickets 
must be purchased within 24 hours of reserva- 


tion, or three days prior to departure, whichev- 
er comes first. Additionally a Friday or 
Saturday-night stay is required, and travel must 
be completed within 30 days of departure. 
Qualifying travelers must show military I.D. at 
the time of travel. But move quick, because 
seats are limited, and other restrictions apply. 

US Airways’ new “Salute Savings” program 
gives those in uniform access to special fares as 
low as $79 each way, based on the purchase of 
a roundtrip ticket. 

"The service that the men and women of the 
U.S. military provide at home and abroad is 
invaluable," said US Airways President and 
Chief Executive Officer Dave Siegel in a recent 
press release. "This program is designed to 
make special fares and travel bargains available 
for their widespread use." 

US Airways’ “Salute Savings” fares are 
available on all flights originating in the U.S. 
and everywhere US Airways flies, including 
Europe, Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean. 

Tickets are nonrefundable and must be pur- 
chased at least three days in advance of depar- 


ture and require a Saturday night stay. Seats are 
limited, and other restrictions apply. 

Like “Thank You Fares” these discount fares 
are available only to current members of the 
Armed Forces and their immediate families. 
The service member must be part of the travel- 
ing party. Immediate family members include 
any parent, guardian, spouse, or child that has a 
valid military identification card. 

But the one major difference between Thank 
You Fares and Salute Savings is that with 
Salute Savings, the special rates can only be 
obtained through government-contracted com- 
mercial travel offices in the U.S. such as 
SATO. These fares are valid for airfare pur- 
chased through Dec. 31, 2003. Travel must be 
completed by Feb. 12, 2004. 

For information on “Salute Savings” fares, 
military personnel should contact their com- 
mercial travel office. To book “Thank You 
Fares” simply call Horizon Air’s Customer 
Service Desk at 800-547-9308 or Alaska Air at 
800-252-7522. 
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Army Special Agents Looking For Recruits 


Story by: Chris Grey, CID Public Affairs 
U.S. Army News Service 


he U.S. Army Criminal Investigation 
Command (CID) has an all points bul- 
letin out for qualified soldiers interested in 
becoming highly trained criminal investigators. 

During peacetime and war, CID special 
agents investigate all felony crimes in which 
the Army has an interest, provide protective 
services for Department of Defense and Army 
leadership, and work closely with other federal 
and local law enforcement and intelligence 
agencies to solve crime and combat terrorism. 

Agents receive training at the U.S. Army 
Military Police School and advanced training in 
a wide range of specialized investigative disci- 
plines. Some specialties include polygraphs, 
counter-narcotics, economic-crime investiga- 
tions, computer crime and many other special- 
ties in the criminal investigate field. With more 
than 120 offices, CID provides the Army with 
worldwide support. 

Investigators also have the opportunity to 
receive advance law enforcement training at the 
FBI National Academy, the Canadian Police 
College, and at George Washington University 
where they can earn a master's degree in 
Forensic Science. 

"It's a tremendous opportunity for soldiers to 
become one of the Department of Defense's 
premier law enforcement agents and receive 
some of the best training in the world," said 
Command Sgt. Maj. Michael Misianowycz, 
CID's senior non-commissioned officer. 

Although many CID agents have some type 
of military or civilian police background, it's 
not a requirement to qualify and be accepted 
into the program, said Master Sgt. Cynthia 
Fischer, the CID agent responsible for recruit- 
ing new agents. "We have soldiers from both 
Military Police and other military occupational 
specialties and CID benefits from the varied 
experience." 

CID offers a local six-month internship pro- 
gram for soldiers without law-enforcement 
experience, said Marianne Black, chief of CID's 
accreditation branch. 

Major installations such as Forts Bragg, 
Benning, Hood and Lewis offer rewarding CID 
intern opportunities for interested soldiers. 

"Enrollment in these initial internships helps 
develop the recruit's potential to complete the 
rigorous 15-week Basic Special Agent Course 
at the U.S. Army Military Police School," Black 
said. After these classroom studies, soldiers 





A ON THE SCENE: The U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command provides investigative services to all lev- 
els of the Army. Using modern investigative techniques, equipment and systems, USACIDC concerns itself with 
every level of the Army throughout the world in which criminal activity can or has occurred. 


spend the first year as probationary agents 
under close observation of senior CID agents 
before becoming fully accredited. 

"Our profession is an excellent opportunity 
for enlisted soldiers who aspire to become war- 
rant officers," said Black. "In fact, given our 
current force structure and staffing, the CID 
agent warrant officer career field provides 
among the Army's best opportunities for diverse 
assignments and rapid advancement." 

To apply and qualify for service as a CID 
special agent, applicants must be a U.S. citizen, 
at least 21 years old, sergeant or below with at 
least two years of service and not more than 10, 
a general technical score of at least 110, no 
court martial convictions, possess 60 semester 
hours of college credit, a physical profile of 
111221 or higher with normal color vision, 36 
months obligated service upon completion of 
the Basic Special Agent Course, and be able to 
obtain and maintain a top secret clearance. 

"Regardless of background, applicants must 
possess excellent communication skills and be 
able to interact effectively with people from 
varied backgrounds," Black said. 

A recently accepted CID applicant, Set. 
Jeremiah Jones said that becoming a CID agent 
just makes sense. "To me it is the natural career 
progression for a military policeman, or anyone 


with a sincere interest in investigative-type law 
enforcement work." 

Jones, a Military Police Traffic Accident 
Investigator and Special Reaction Team 
Marksman said it's rewarding to go from basic 
military police duties to continue advancing 
both professionally and personally. 

"Becoming an agent will allow me to con- 
tinue helping the Army in a way I feel 1s very 
productive -- keeping the Army community 
safe and helping to fight the war on terrorism," 
said Jones. 

Soldiers interested in becoming CID special 
agents are encouraged to contact their closest 
CID office or visit CID's Website for more 
information at www.cid.army.mil. 


About CID 


The U.S. Army Criminal Investigation 
Command is charged with investigating serious 
crime concerning the Army. CID has approxi- 
mately 120 offices worldwide and our special 
agents perform a variety of law enforcement 
tasks. CID has a state-of-the-art, fully accredit- 
ed forensics laboratory and has the additional 
mission of providing protection for leaders of 
the Defense Department. 
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GIVE US YOUR BEST 


SHOT 


Send Us What You Shoot 


We want to see Tallil Air Base and the 
surrounding areas from the inside out 
and we need your help. If you’ve got a 
digital camera, then we want to talk to 
you! Send us your best digital photo for 
the week and we'll chose the top shots 
to be published in the next Tallil Times. 


When submitting photos, make sure 
they are of reasonable quality, and are 
in a .jpg or .gif format. Next, make sure 
you provide us with an accurate descrip- 
tion of the event and COMPLETE 
names of all persons pictured. Photos 
without complete information cannot be 





USAF photo by Master Sgt. Philip Kollas 


HABOOB No. 479: “Haboobs” are giant dust storms that often exceed several thousand feet in height and 
‘ : are characterized by rounded leading edges. The name is derived from the Arabic word “habb” meaning wind. 
considered. Photos must be in good Master Sgt. Philip Kollas snapped a shot of this Haboob on the flight line earlier this month. 


taste and not compromise safety or 
security in any manner. 


If you have questions, please contact 
the Public Affairs Office at DSN 459- 
0014 or send your questions directly to 
deborah.smith@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 






USAF photo by Master Set. Deb Smith 
USAF photo by Staff Set. Mark Booker 


SHOW ME THE MONEY: Staff Sft. Donald Crawford 
of the 407th AEG Contracting office negotiates with IT’S A GAS, GAS, GAS: Staff Sgt. Mark Booker from the 214th EIS took this photo of an Iraqi gas mask left 
local Iraqi vendors through their intrepreter. behind by its owner. He captured the photo during during a engineering site survey located just outside of the base. 
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USAF photo by Staff Sgt. Hugh Hultman 


RADAR SUNSET: Brilliant sunsets are the norm in the desert and Staff Sgt Hugh Hultman caught this one near an Airport Surveillance Radar (ASR) site at Tallil Air 
Base. The site is part of the larger TPN-19 system maintained by the 407th AEG Expeditionary Communications Squadron (ECS). 








THE KINGS OF SPADES: The final four players in 
the first 407th ESVS Spades Tournament mug a shot 
for the Tallil Times. Winners Sgt. Kenneth Wilson, 
USMC and Sgt. Lee Grant, USMC (Center) show off 
their winnings, while runners up Airman 1st Class 
Rudolph Spencer, USAF and Senior Airman Nicholas 
Henderson offer congratulations. 


aT 


Get an Air Force Home Town News 
Release! Contact the 407th AEG Public 
Affairs Office at 459-0014 or download 
the form off the “L” drive and schedule a 




















time to have PA take your photo! Or sim- 


ply e-mail the Public Affairs Office at 
deborah.smith@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 











USAF photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
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Bush Lifts U.S. Sanctions on Iraq 


Story by: Kathleen T. Rhem 
Armed Forces Press Service 


resident Bush acted May 7 to lift trade 
p and economic sanctions the United States 
had placed on Saddam Hussein's Iraq. 
The president said he had directed Treasury 
Secretary John Snow to "lift administrative 
sanctions on American companies and citizens 
conducting business in Iraq that contributes to 
humanitarian relief and reconstruction." 
Speaking at a White House press conference 
with Spanish President Jose Maria Aznar, Bush 
also said the United States, United Kingdom 
and Spain are planning to introduce a U.N. res- 
olution to lift U.N. sanctions on Iraq. 
"The regime that the sanctions were direct- 
ed against no longer rules Iraq," he said. "And 
no country in good conscience can support 


using sanctions to hold back the hopes of the 
Iraqi people." 

Spain was a strong U.S. ally in maneuvering 
to firm up the coalition before the war. That 
country has sent medical and engineering assets 
to Iraq. Aznar said his country 1s committed to 
reconstructing Iraq. 

"Having won freedom for the Iraqis is the 
best hope we can sow for Iraq's future," he said, 
adding that the United Nations should lift sanc- 
tions quickly "because they have lost their rea- 
son to exist." 


> DEMOCRACY 101: President George W. Bush 
meets with lraqi-Americans for a roundtable discussion 
about the future of Iraq in Dearborn, Mich.. 





White House photo by Tina Hager 


Engineers Build Housing for Army Transients 


Story and Photos by: Spc. Ryan D. Wilson, USA 


Staff Writer, 203rd Military Intelligence 


C rowded living conditions will become 
considerably less cramped with the 

1,000-soldier living support area that is 
being built by the 92nd Engineers right off of 
the BX/PX Perimeter Road. 

The project, which started May 4th, is pro- 
jected to take 36 days to construct. It will con- 
sist of 85 locally produced cotton tents, 18 
burnout latrines, and 13 leech pits between two 
points for showers and laundry drainage. 

The new housing is intended for troops 
who are between transition points, whether it be 
waiting for further orders, or waiting to go 
home. “It’s just for people coming through,” 
said Set. Ist Class Donnie Redfern, NCIO of 
the project. 

Soilders from units camped around Talill 
are being pulled to assist the 92nd Engineers in 
the project. Project OIC, Ist Lt. Stacy Purifory, 
says the Engineers need and appreciate the 
help. 

One tent takes two squads, about 20 sol- 
diers, and around two hours to set up. 

“The reason it takes so much effort to put 
up is because the poles in the individual sides 
have to be held while the ropes are staked 
down,” Purifory said. “Someone has to also be 
pulling on the ropes, and there are so many of 


them.” 

Soldiers setting up the tents say the cotton 
tents are actually easier to set up than their stan- 
dard canvas counterparts. 

“It’s actually an easy process, not hard at 
all as long as you have a certain amount of peo- 
ple,” said Pvt. Consuelo Sanchez, a soldier of 
the 92nd Engineers. “Teamwork is the key.” 

“They’re easier to set up than the Abrams 
tents,” said Spc William Wilson, of the 63rd 
Engineers. “There’s actually less to put up.” 

The tents, which support up to 20 people 
each, will have plywood floors and electrical 
outlets. Air conditioning is supposed be on the 
way, but can’t be guaranteed until the AC units 
come in. 

The tents are treated with kerosene to 
make them water resistant. Because of this fire 
hazard, the burnout latrines are set up more than 
50 feet from the tents, and smokers are encour- 
aged not to smoke near the tent. 

Already a 100-solider unit is occupying 
some of the tents. However, since a lot of dust 
continues to be stirred up from the leech pit dig- 
ging at the site, the engineers are encouraging 
other units needing housing to wait. 





A TIE ONE ON: SPC William Wilson, 63rd Engineers, 
tightens a rope as part of this week’s tent building 
detail. 





A DIG THIS: Spc. Douglas Arnold, 92nd Engineers, 
backs a bulldozer after moving dirt out of a leech pit. 
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Sports Shorts 


By: Sergeant Ist Class Steve Miller, USA 
203rd Military Intelligence Battalion 
Sports Writer, Tallil Times 


USAF photo by Maj. Jon Anderson 





A ZIGGARUT OF UR: Ziggurats were erected from around 2200 BCE until 500 BCE, and there are about 25 left 
today, covering the area from southern Babylonia all the way north to Assyria. The best preserved is the ziggurat 
of Nanna at Ur located near Tallil Air Base. 


Nearby Ziggarut of Ur Marks 
Site Of Early Civilization 


Story by: Ist Lt. Katherine Numerick, USA 
U.S. Army Editor, Tallil Times 


he Persian Gulf region is widely known 

as the cradle of civilization—the most 
likely origin of human life and history as we 
know it. If you’re looking for the opportunity 
to get a look at how life was back then, you 
won’t have far to go because just outside the 
main gate lies the Ziggarut of Ur. 

More than 6,000 years ago, the site of Tallil 
Air Base, and the surrounding area was once 
home to the great Mesopotamian city of Ur. 
Nestled between the Tigris and Euphrates 
Rivers, the city flourished in the fertile farm- 
lands and used water from the mighty rivers for 
irrigation of crops and livestock. 

The Old Testament refers to this city as Ur 
of the Chaldees, named for the Chaldean people 
who settled the area around 900 B.C.E. Ur is 
also historically known as the home of 
Abraham, father of the Hebrews, Muslims, and 
Christians. Archaeologists have also have 
recovered remnants of Assyrian, Babylonian, 
and Sumerian civilizations near the remains of 
this ancient city. During its time, Ur was one of 
the largest cities in the area. 

During the second dynasty of Ur, King Ur- 
Nammu ruled strictly and promoted the wor- 
ship of Nannar, the patron moon god of Ur. 
During this time of prosperity, many temples 
were built, including the largest and most beau- 
tiful, the Ziggurat, which can be seen from 
Tallil Air base. This Ziggurat was erected 
around 2113-2096 B.C.E. and archeologists 
suspect it was constructed in three separate 
stages. It is unclear whether a temple existed at 
the top. Originally, the Ziggarut of Ur stood 


within a rectangular court measuring 62.5 
meters by 43 meters at the base. The outer face 
of the temple is made of baked brick and has 
regularly spaced, flat buttresses covering an 
inner core of solid mud bricks. It is thought the 
Ziggurat had three converging ramps extending 
from its central stairway leading to the second 
level. 

There are several ideas about the symbolic 
meaning behind ziggurats. Research suggests 
they were reconstructions of mountain temples 
the new inhabitants to Mesopotamia used to 
construct when they lived in either the Taurus 
(now Turkey) or the Zagros Mountains (now 
Iran). Another theory says the ziggurat was a 
reconstruction of a special cosmic mountain 
derived from the creation myths. A third popu- 
lar theory suggests ziggurats may have been 
built as a bridge between heaven and earth. 

Ur is perhaps the best preserved ziggurat in 
the entire Mesopotamian area, according to 
scholars. The Ur ruins were discovered and 
first excavated by J.E. Taylor, a British archeol- 
ogist who began excavations in the area in 
1919. Subsequently, archaeologists from the 
University of Pennsylvania Museum joined the 
Taylor. Together, the group completely exca- 
vated the ziggurat, the temple area, and several 
parts of the residential and commercial areas in 
the city, including a royal cemetery. 

Personnel at Tallil may obtain a pass to visit 
the Ziggurat between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. For information, U.S. Army person- 
nel may call 573-1107. U.S. Air Force person- 
nel may call 459-0008. 


NBA Basketball 

The Dallas Mavs squeaked by by the 
San Antonio Spurs (the ones that beat 
the Lakers) 113-110 in the first game of 
the Western Conference finals. After 
missing their first foul shot, the Mavs 
made their next 49 in a row. However, 
the Spurs evened up the series at 1-1 by 
trouncing the Mavs 119-106 in the sec- 
ond game. 


The New Jersey Nets are leading the 
Detroit Pistons 2-0 in the Eastern 
Conference finals. 


Major League Baseball Leaders 


American National 
East NY Yankees Atlanta 
Central Minnesota Chicago Cubs 
West Seattle San Francisco 
NHL Hockey: 


The Anaheim Ducks’ swept the 
Minnesota Wild in four games to win the 
Western title and become the first team 
to qualify for the Stanley Cup finals. 
They were sparked by their sensational 
Goalie Jean-Sebastian Giguere who 
only allowed one goal in the four game 
series. 


The Ducks will face the winner of the 
Eastern conference series where the 
New Jersey Devils are tied with the 
NHL's best regular season team, Ottawa 
Senators, 3-3. 


Golf 
Fred Couples won his first victory in five 
years at the Shell Houston Open. 


Se Ri Pak from Korea, the leading 
money winner on the LPGA, won her 
second tournament of the season at 
Chick-fil-A Championship. 


Horse Racing 

Jockey Jose Santos riding Kentucky 
Derby winner Funny Cide blew away the 
field to win the Preakness Stakes for the 
second jewel in horse racing’s Triple 
Crown, leaving Santos only the Belmont 
Stakes to conquer. 
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The Last 
Shot 


TALLIL PHONE GUIDE 


FIRE DEPT EMERGENCY 


Commander STE 
Command Chief 
Finance 

Judge Advocate 
Chaplain 

Safety 

Public Affairs 
PERSCO 

Lodging 

Combat Camera 
Comm. Help Desk 
Post Office 

Small Computers 
Telephone Maintenance 
Clinic 
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A EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. -- This MiG-29 Fulcrum flown by Lt. Col. Tom Hahn, squadron commander of Germany's Fighter 
Wing 73 "Steinhoff," flies over the Gulf of Mexico during a training exercise. The German MiGs are being hosted the 53rd Wing 
during various training missions. Unlike previous visits to the U.S. for training, this deployment will provide German pilots the oppor- 
tunity to fly live-fire missions against both full-scale QF-4 drones and sub-scale drones. This MiG boasts a particularly colorful paint 
scheme for their "Farewell USA" tour. The Germans are transitioning to the new Eurofighter and this will be the last trip for the 
MiGs to the U.S. 


Photo by: Tech. Sgt. Michael Ammons, Air Force Print News 


U.S. Army 
459-0511 FIRE DEPT EMERGENCY 459-0511 
459-0024 Commander 833-1140 
459-0008 PAD/S 1 833-1142 
459-0256 Battle Captain 573-1007 
459-0016 TOC 573-1288 
459-0027 36 MED Air Evac 573-1090 
459-0003 Chaplain 573-1274 
459-0014 BCPT Cummiskey 833-1124 
459-0012 
459-0031 
459-0106 
459-0318 
459-0257 
459-0150 
459-0300 
459-0028 


